
 
 
Samual Adams: "The Constitution shall never be construed to prevent the people of the 
United States who are peaceable citizens from keeping their own arms." (Convention of the 
Commonwealth of Mass., 86-87, date still being sought)  
 
Noah Webster: "Good intentions will always be pleaded for every assumption of 
authority...the Constitution was made to guard against the dangers of good intentions. There 
are men in all ages who mean to govern well, but they mean to govern. They promise to be 
good masters, but they mean to be masters." (Source still being sought)  
 
Thomas Jefferson: "On every occasion...[of Constitutional interpretation] let us carry 
ourselves back to the time when the Constitution was adopted, recollect the spirit manifested 
in the debates, and instead of trying [to force] what meaning may be squeezed out of the text, 
or invented against it, [instead let us] conform to the probable one in which it was 
passed." (June 12 1823, Letter to William Johnson)  
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